THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
one great cause of rivalry and competition? Are we
not by that fact nearer to international understanding
and good order and peace?
Before we can answer 'yes' to that particular ques-
tion certain others must be asked, and certain facts
noted.
When we find Imperialists rejoicing at the success
of a Hitler or a Mussolini or a Franco, even though
the success may create dangers for the Empire, we are
compelled to weigh the relative value of the things for
which the Commonwealth has stood and those for
which dictatorship stands. What kind of world
would result from the disintegration, or the weaken-
ing of the Empire?
That depends on what the Empire really is; what it
is we are defending or abandoning. We must know
what we are talking about.
The strange political fabric we call the British
Empire long since ceased to be simply an empire. An
empire is a form of political organisation in which sub-
ject provinces or states are governed from an imperial
centre, an imperium. But we know that that does not
describe the British 'Empire', By far the larger part,
and the most important part, is not governed from
London at all Canada is not governed in or from
London, nor is Australia, nor New Zealand, nor
South Africa, nor, in very important matters like
tariffs, is India, nor the Irish Free State. The Domi-
nions have become in fact independent states and the
Empire, so far as they are concerned, a very loose
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